




THE INTERPRETATION OF NIZAMI’S CULTURAL HERITAGE  

IN THE CONTEMPORARY PERIOD 

 

  





Rahilya Geybullayeva / Christine van Ruymbeke (eds.) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

THE INTERPRETATION OF  

NIZAMI’S CULTURAL HERITAGE  

IN THE CONTEMPORARY PERIOD 
 

Shared past and cultural legacy in the transition from the 

prism of national literature criteria 
 



Bibliographic Information published by the  

Deutsche Nationalbibliothek 

The Deutsche Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the Deutsche  

Nationalbibliografie; detailed bibliographic data is available online at  

http://dnb.d-nb.de. 

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 

A CIP catalog record for this book has been applied for at the  

Library of Congress. 

This publication has been funded by the Nizami Ganjavi  

International Center 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ISBN 978-3-631-81714-8 (Print) ∙ E-ISBN 978-3-631-82763-5 (E-PDF) 

E-ISBN 978-3-631-82764-2 (EPUB) ∙ E-ISBN 978-3-631-82765-9 (MOBI) 

DOI 10.3726/b17196 

© Peter Lang GmbH 

Internationaler Verlag der Wissenschaften 

Berlin 2020 

All rights reserved. 

Peter Lang – Berlin ∙ Bern ∙ Bruxelles ∙ New York ∙ Oxford ∙ Warszawa ∙ Wien 

All parts of this publication are protected by copyright. Any 

utilisation outside the strict limits of the copyright law, without 

the permission of the publisher, is forbidden and liable to 

prosecution. This applies in particular to reproductions, 

translations, microfilming, and storage and processing in 

electronic retrieval systems. 

This publication has been peer reviewed. 

www.peterlang.com 



Bibliographic Information published by the  
Deutsche Nationalbibliothek 

The Deutsche Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the Deutsche  
Nationalbibliografie; detailed bibliographic data is available online at  

http://dnb.d-nb.de. 

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 
A CIP catalog record for this book has been applied for at the  

Library of Congress. 

This publication has been funded by the Nizami Ganjavi  
International Center 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Printed by CPI books GmbH, Leck 
 

ISBN 978-3-631-81714-8 (Print) ∙ E-ISBN 978-3-631-82763-5 (E-PDF) 
E-ISBN 978-3-631-82764-2 (EPUB) ∙ E-ISBN 978-3-631-82765-9 (MOBI) 

DOI 10.3726/b17196 

© Peter Lang GmbH 
Internationaler Verlag der Wissenschaften 

Berlin 2020 
All rights reserved. 

Peter Lang – Berlin ∙ Bern ∙ Bruxelles ∙ New York ∙ Oxford ∙ Warszawa ∙ Wien 

All parts of this publication are protected by copyright. Any 
utilisation outside the strict limits of the copyright law, without 

the permission of the publisher, is forbidden and liable to 
prosecution. This applies in particular to reproductions, 
translations, microfilming, and storage and processing in 

electronic retrieval systems. 

This publication has been peer reviewed. 

www.peterlang.com 

Acknowledgments

Our gratitude comes first and foremost to Nizami Ganjevi International Centre 
of Baku for unflagging encouragements and efficient support right from the 
beginning of the project. Thanks to Arzu Tebrizli, the enthusiastic coordinator 
of the project and representative of the Centre,  who never failed us and gave 
her time and energy to secure the funding for the translation. She enthusias-
tically endorsed the idea of this publication and gave her time and energy to 
secure the funding for the translation.  Special thanks also go to all the con-
tributors without whom this book would never have come into existence. Our 
colleague Fidana Musayeva and family member Hial Sadigov are given spe-
cial mention here for their marvelous support and encouragement throughout 
this editorial process which often seemed endless. We want to thank Feride 
Buyuran, Sevda Kerimova, Emil Bagırov, Anne Thompson-Ahmadova for their 
incredible work in translating into English many contributions which are orig-
inally written in Azerbaijani or Russian. We also thank our assistants from the 
Azerbaijan Comparative Literature Association, Elnara, Meleyke, Ülker, who 
were always ready to help unify the contributions across the maze of the Western 
and post-Soviet reference systems. We are indebted to Ute Winkelcoetter from 
the Publisher team, who supported  the initial idea of bringing together debates 
on existing affinities and new identities.

We are confident that all the actors together have put their energy and hard 
work into producing this volume and also paid a wonderful tribute to the values 
upheld by the great Nizami from Ganja.

 

 





Preface

This book, the result of the conference on Nizami in modern interpretation 
(Baku, 2018:  https://complit.ca/2017/11/12/cfp-the-interpretation-of-nizamis-
cultural-heritage-in-the-modern-period/) examines how the literary-cultural 
heritage of the medieval period can be interpreted within present-day theoretical 
concepts of national attribution and spill over into multi-disciplinarity with ties 
to research in disciplines such as comparative literature, theory of literature, cul-
tural history, postcolonial studies, area studies, and semiotics.

The topic encompasses questions of identity in cultural legacy, and of 
the interaction between existing affinities and new identities. These ques-
tions are examined  through the prism of the literary tradition found within 
Nizami’s creativity, or of national identity in the context of a shared past and its 
modern interpretation.

This volume is the third multi-authored collection on Nizami Ganjavi pub-
lished within the last 50  years. This is an astonishingly small research output 
when compared to the importance of the poet-philosopher’s oeuvre, who more 
than deserves a prominent place within world-literature. Nizami Ganjavi, who 
lived in present-day Azerbaijan in the second half of the twelfth century CE, 
earned his fame with five long narrative poems written in Persian. He lived in 
an especially rich cultural region and period and he has influenced generations 
of authors in the Persian-written sphere, stretching to the Ottoman and Mughal 
empires.

The editors’ distinctive choices for the 37  participants to the volume gives 
it a unique depth and breadth and shows the vastness and richness of Nizami 
Ganjavi’s work, heritage and influence. This is the first volume published in 
English, which gives such prominence to the non-Western European and non-
Iranian scholarship on the poet. The voice and point of view of both eminent 
and young scholars coming from such diverse countries as Brazil, Finland, Italy, 
Georgia, Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan, Egypt, Iran, India complement articles written 
by Italian, French, German, Swiss, British, Canadian and Iranian researchers. At 
the same time, this is also a collection gathering scholars from diverse special-
izations, such as semioticians, medievalists, philosophers, historians, regional 
studies, post-colonial studies, specialists in literary studies and specialists on 
Nizami Ganjavi himself.
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